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Junior 1st Place - “Into the lcy Water”, Brayden Di

It’s the first day of school, and five students have been re ported missing.

No one could focus on their assignments, and everyone wantedto t
alk about what happened. Everywhere, there was a great deal of chatteri
ngaboutit. Teachers hopelessly tried to calm everyone down, but there
was nouse.
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“Everyone, settle down please,” Mrs. Brown called. Her voice was
drownedoutbythe continuous chattingabout the disappearance of the
five kids.

“I rememberone of them waving to me before gettingon the school
bus,” one kid whispered to someone else.

“Settle down, orI’'massigning extra homework!” Mrs. Brown demanded.
Thatsilenced everyone.

The daypassedslowerthanusual, and all the students slumpedinto their
buses, tired as worn-out s hoes. On bus number 41, everyone once again
beganchattingaboutit.

All of a sudden, the students heard the bus driver ca ckling menacingly as
if shelosther mind. The bus driverturned around, green pimples quickly
sprouting on heruglyface.She stared back with deadly eyes. Many
students screamed, and someone even buried his face into his backpack.
The bus stopped abruptlyata desertedarea. Several robots outside
motioned the students to get off. Everyone wastoo scared to get off,
hidingbehindthe seats. Some robots climbed onto the bus, forcingthe
students off the bus and pushing theminto a weird-looking building. The
students were shakingwith fear, unable to sayanything. Entering the
building, theysaw manyjail cells. When they passed bya cell, someone
stealthilyslidan envelope to one student —Jackson. Clutchingthe
envelope, Jackson entered one cell. The odorinthe cell was horrible. It
was reallydirty, withmoldonthe side of the walls.

Afterthe robots left, Jackson opened the envelope and found a letter:

I'm an artificial intelligence professor. I am very sorry to tell you that
you got kidnapped by the robots I invented.

They were supposed to be good robots, but while testing them, there
was a bug in the code and they went deranged. Now;, they are capturing
you to release a deadly virus to make you pass it on to others and
eliminate human beings.

Here is a USB. If you plug it into the Central Control Server, which is
at the bottom of the artificial lake with icy water, the robots will shut
down. A map to the lake is on the back.

Please save us. Save the world.

You are my last hope.

Professor Wiseman

Jacksonshowed everyone the | etter, causing chaos and confusion.

“So...we needsomeone to go to the bottom of the lake...” someone
trailed off, realizing what would happen.

Some students quickly dipped their heads, muttering “I don’t know how
toswim,” or, “Ican'thold mybreathforthatlong.” Avoice uttered, “No
one isgonnadothat,and we're all gonna geta virus!” Everybody knows
this is a perilous mission.

Unexpectedly, Jacksonannounced bravely, “I’ll go.”

A shortsilence followed his statement.

“I can holdmybreathlongerthannormal. | took diving classes and I’'m
good atswimming.”

Lookingathim with shocked gasps and open mouths, the students did
notknow what to say.

He continued, “Let’s figure out how to get me out ofthe cell.”

All the students discussed it for quite a while, hatchinga plan. Theyfinally
came up witha good idea.

The nextday, while the robot came to deliverlunch, Jackson hid under
the food cartand escaped fromthe cell. Followingthe map, he barely
sneaked pasta few robots patrolling the grounds. At last, he arrived at the
icylake withthe Central Control Serveratthe bottom. Looking at theicy
water, his familyand friends appearedin his mind. Tears streaked down
his face as all the happy memories floated aroundin hismind. “l love you,
mom and dad.” he said to himself. Closing his eyes, he jumped in.

The icywater was like a thousand tiny needles prickling his skin. He shook
back his fearand swamdownward toward the Server. As he swamdeeper
and deeper, the water got colder and colder, paralyzinghis brain. His
muscles were screaming to make him stop, but he never gave upand kept
thinking about everybody waiting for him, relyingon him.

Weakened fromfatigue andtiredness, he swam slower and slower, finally
reaching the Server. The USBslot onthe server was only two feet away

now, butto him, it felt like a thousand miles away. With all the strength
he could muster, he clenched the USBtightlyandslammeditintotheslot.
He couldfeel that death wasnear, as he couldn’t hold his breathany
longer. Kicking off from the ground, he swam up, and his whole body
beganto feel numb. Flailing his arms as hardas he can, he beganto slowly
rise from the deep, icy water. I’'m so close, please, don’t do this... He could
see light shimmering onthe top of the waters, but he had used everylast
ounce of strength, and slowly, he closed his eyes as darkness swallowed
himup...

Instantly, everyrobot crashed, andall the cells unlocked. Everybody was
cheering, “He madeit! He madeit! Jacksonmadeit! Heis ourhero!”

Everyone rushedto the lake to see howJackson was doing. Theyfound
him lying onthe bottom of the waterless lake. HasJackson died? There
were gasps and cries. They hastilyslid downto the bottomon the damp
dirtto check onhim. Afewstudents performed CPR over and over again,
butitwasnouse. Theydesperatelygave itonelasttry,and to theirrelief,
Jacksonsuddenlyspat out some water and slowly woke up...

Thanks to Jackson’s brave and heroic act, everybody was saved!

SCHAUMBURG

HERE

ESSEE
iﬁ‘
=

3128330116

Htido F B+
Dr. Jasmine Liu, DMD,
UIC College of Dentistry
Clinical Instructor

FHEXFT BFHBAKILH

B T8 50 NE4o F B

Dr. Tony W. Liu. DDS owmosownc Dy, Laura Lin, DMD, MS
Acacia Family Dentistry DuPage Orthodontics
Family Dentist U\ Orthodontic Specialist
(BT BHTRR) S (8@ E5HEHPER)

TR0 MMt 22 &7 Acacia Family Dentistry 4 W b, ﬁ“ U !

' kA B3 R, 1B COVID-19%
-. ' KB AT EES A RS

y- R R E F 548 IE 4578 Free Orthodontic Consultation
4 7:630-357-0002
Huhit: 3060 Ogden Ave. Suite 210, Lisle IL. 60532

3"%%":@% E’EB' @é‘
Mcxa amily Dennstry%!ﬂ;
P F i ERRER

BRENBREEIFSFHT FX#H% 630-312-0731.
JMAH1H630-759-0088. Email: napervilleclinic@gmail.com
Hbilk (1) 1260 Iroquois Ave, building 300, RM 302, Naperville, IL60563
(2) 454 W Boughton Rd, Suite C,Bolingbrook, 1L60440. B ZEE FE
75 +ZFRARER, BEAPTXERNEENXESRESHANE
% Iim EHEJ%HE%O B ZTRFRNZHATNEE SRER, #
E%‘L&ﬁi &, FRIZEIEEsport exam, EEEM, #i“?%TlfFé’vEP
FH #E—?—Fﬁo

CAP Dental Care --3th 3f : 555 N Washington St,
IL 60563(Naperville X ZE 35t i). B8iE: (630)420-1212.
MFF =B, 4P DR ER{E £, UIC Dental School DDS, $\204E;
=& BEE £HEORFEE L, UIC Dental School DDS, #1204
: Stephen Fako, Loyola University Dental School DDS, #1)M304E, Private
practice, family dentistry (BRA/JLE): ORELR (21255 F W F K F &
Z), 0 BFEA CREF FAFAMEF), OEREBREN 2
#& /Invisalign Clear Braces). £ PPO ; WL 1R B m AR H
membership, = H 20-30% 71 . H£&H FWMIEF . braces,
Email: info @capdentalcare.com :

Naperville,

Rocket Ice Arena - @ Bolingbrook, IL 60440 www.rocketice.com

Your premier ice skating destination! Rocket lce offers the best
lce Skating and Lleam to Play Hockey dasses in the Southwest
Suburbs. Our highly qualified skating instructors are dedicated to make
sure your child maximizes their skating potential. We offer dasses
throughout the year. For more

information, Email:events@rocketice.com; Tel:630-679-1700
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