Welcome to the Creative Writing & Narrative Architecture Workshop! Writing is one of the most
powerful ways a child can express their unique perspective, yet standard school curriculums
rarely leave room for pure narrative mastery. Our classroom is a dynamic, inspiring writer's
studio where students transform their vivid imaginations into structured, compelling, and
beautifully crafted literature.

Our comprehensive curriculum is meticulously aligned with the lllinois Learning Standards for
3rd and 4th Grade English Language Arts, focusing deeply on the Writing (W) and Language
Mechanics (L) domains. In our community, families expect an exceptional academic foundation.
We treat creative writing not just as an art form, but as a rigorous structural discipline that builds
sophisticated sentence stamina, advanced grammar proficiency, and organizational skills that
give your child a distinct academic edge.

To ensure our young authors make steady progress through their multi-page literary projects,
some weeks will require independent homework to be completed before the next class session.
This independent writing and reflection time allows students to arrive at each workshop fully
prepared for editing, peer feedback, and advanced stylistic lessons.

Narrative Architecture: Mastering the Mechanics of Storytelling

A great story requires far more than inspiration; it requires a deep understanding of structural
design. Our curriculum guides students through the exact techniques used by published authors
to build compelling worlds:

e Plot Structure & Sequencing (ILS.W.3-4.3.A): Students will learn to establish a clear
situation, introduce a narrator or characters, and organize a logical event sequence that
unfolds naturally, avoiding the erratic pacing common in early writing.

e Character Development & Dialogue (ILS.W.3-4.3.B): Your child will learn to move
beyond flat characters by utilizing dialogue, descriptions of actions, thoughts, and
feelings to develop experiences or show how characters respond to situations.

e Descriptive Word Choice & Voice (ILS.W.3-4.3.D): We systematically expand your
child's expressive vocabulary. Writers will learn to use precise words and phrases,
descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events vividly.

Composition & Editing: From Drafting to Publication

Excellent storytelling must be paired with flawless technical execution. We teach students that
the magic of writing happens in the editing process, transforming raw ideas into polished prose:

e The Writing Process (ILS.W.3-4.5): With guidance from the instructor and peers,
students will learn to plan, revise, and edit their work. We focus on strengthening writing
by focusing on a clear purpose and audience.

e Advanced Language Mechanics & Grammar (ILS.L.3-4.1-3): A captivating story can
be derailed by weak mechanics. We place a heavy emphasis on command of standard



English grammar, including complex sentence structures, precise comma usage in
dialogue, correct capitalization, and advanced spelling patterns.

e Paragraphing & Transitions (ILS.W.3-4.3.C): Students will master the art of the
transitional word or phrase (e.g., meanwhile, suddenly, after a while, as a result) to
manage the sequence of events and smoothly transition from one paragraph or scene to
the next.

This workshop bridges the gap between a child's imagination and professional, structured
composition. By the conclusion of the course, your child will possess a portfolio of original
written work and a permanent toolkit of advanced writing strategies. We look forward to a
semester of incredible stories, thoughtful critiques, and immense academic growth.

Warmly,

Brenda Haugg, M.Ed.
AKA. Mrs. H
Education Specialist
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